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The 1EdTech Accessibility Rubric

Accessibility is a journey, not a destination!
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Agenda
Are you ready?

● Introductions 

● Setting the Stage - Definition

● Overview Update DOJ ADA 

● Are you on the same page?

● Resources

● How Accessibility Rubric and other 

standards include accessibility 

● Q&A

Resources and Slides
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Session Goals
● Are you aware of the:

○ Update and requirements ADA 
WCAG 2.1 AA?

○ Getting ready for the 
implementation

○ Accessibility Rubric Tool and 
other specs?

Goals list icons created by Vectorslab - Flaticon.com

https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/goals-list%22%20title=%22goals%20list%20icons


Developing a Shared Understanding
of Accessibility
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What does accessibility mean?

Accessibility means a person with a disability can:

● Get the same information, 

● Engage in the same interactions, and 

● Enjoy the same services as a person without a 
disability in an equally effective and integrated 
manner, with substantially equivalent ease of 
use as someone without a disability.
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Setting The Scene: Who, What, When, Where
● What standard will you follow?

● When will you ask key accessibility related questions, provide 
alternative formats as needed and ask vendors/suppliers for needed 
resources?

● Where are your stakeholders (students, parents, faculty/staff, general 
public) accessing your resources and how does that influence 
accessibility?

● Who is responsible when something is not accessible?

● Why is this important for your class, department or institution?  
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Creating a culture of accessibility
● Starts first with understanding the current climate and culture of 

the institution

● Campus-wide approach – finding your new champions

● “What’s in it for me?”

● Professional development opportunities

● Policies and procedures

● Understanding the technology

● Who are your students?  Consider both the general student 
population and students with disabilities.



ADA Title II Rule
It’s the right thing to do!
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ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act

● Law as of July 26, 1990
● Title II: State and local governments
● People with disabilities have equal access

to services, programs, and activities
● This includes digital content and resources

(clarified since 1996)
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ADA title II Rule

● Rule revising the regulation implementing title II of the ADA
● Establishes a technical standard
● Provides clarity about ADA compliance
● Includes web content, mobile applications,

and instructional materials
● Public-facing content (includes students)

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/24/2024-07758/nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-accessibility-of-web-information-and-services-of-state
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Web content definition

“The information and sensory experience communicated to 
the user by means of a user agent (e.g., a web browser), 
including code or markup that defines the content’s structure, 
presentation, and interactions.”

This includes text, images, sounds, videos, controls, 
animations, and conventional electronic documents.
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Compliance start dates

Based on census data for county or city:

● Total population =/>50,000 = 2 yrs.
Date: April 24, 2026

● Total population <50,000 = 3 yrs.
Date: April 26, 2027
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Requirement: Technical Standard

● Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) 
Version 2.1, Level AA

● Includes third-party content
(through contract, license, or other arrangement) 

https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
https://www.w3.org/TR/WCAG21/
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Limited exceptions

● Archived web content
● Some third-party content
● Pre-existing conventional electronic documents
● Individualized documents that are password-protected
● Pre-existing social media posts
● Fundamental alteration or undue burden
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Section 504 Rule

● Similar to ADA title II rule
○ Technical standard of WCAG 2.1 AA
○ Limited exceptions
○ Compliance start dates: May 2026/27
○ Based on population size

● Includes internal, employee-facing content

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/05/09/2024-09237/nondiscrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-in-programs-or-activities-receiving-federal-financial


1EdTech Open Standards
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1EdTech TrustEd Apps™ Self-Assessment Rubrics

Accessibility 
Rubric

Helps suppliers attest how they 
are providing inclusive and 

equitable applications and tools.

Security Practices 
Rubric

Helps suppliers attest how the 
follow secure practices, providing 

safe applications and tools.

Generative AI Data 
Rubric

Lets suppliers attest if they are 
using Generative AI and
how the data is used.      

These self-assessments can be used as a supplement to help suppliers and institutions 
have more information which can speed up the procurement process.
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1EdTech Accessibility Rubric

The 1EdTech task force of cross-industry institutional and supplier 
experts collaborated to develop this tool.

The Task Force:

● Researched accessibility guidelines, tools, and included 
information from HECVAT (EDUCAUSE). 

● Developed this self-assessment tool for suppliers to self-assess 
how they incorporate accessibility into their product(s).
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What is the Accessibility Rubric? [1 of 2]

The TrustEd Apps Accessibility Rubric Specification v1.0 and Rubric is 
a self assessment tool for suppliers. It is intended to be a maturity 
model developed to:
● Leverage accessibility expertise across 1EdTech member 

organizations
● Provide a common framework for evaluating a supplier’s posture 

on accessibility
● Supplement legislated requirements and accessibility conformance 

documentation
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What is the Accessibility Rubric? [2 of 2]

The four areas of the rubric cover a company’s 
posture and practices in the following areas:

1. Information and Documentation

2. Procurement Process and Communication

3. Accessibility and Conformance

4. Alternatives and Accommodations
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Who Can Submit a Self-Assessment? - Suppliers
● Contributing, Affiliate, and TrustEd 

Apps Alliance Supplier member 
organizations can submit a 
self-assessment of their product

● Self-assessment results can be viewed 
by other members in the TrustEd Apps 
Directory and the TrustEd Apps 
Management Suite (TAMS)

TrustEd Apps Directory

https://site.imsglobal.org/certifications
https://site.imsglobal.org/certifications
https://app.1edtech.org/
https://app.1edtech.org/
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Rubric Scoring

Maturity Scale 
Max Score: 34 points
Emerging:  1-10
Advancing: 11-21
Optimized: 22+
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Accessibility Rubric 5-Min Video

https://site.imsglobal.org/certifications/instructure/canvas#cert_pane_nid_193191
https://site.imsglobal.org/node/add/ims_org_accessibility_rubric?edit%5Bims_org_product_parent%5D%5Bwidget%5D%5B0%5D%5Btarget_id%5D=400027
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What is Question and Test Interoperability® (QTI®)?
The 1EdTech QTI 3 Standard is a way of packaging and 
moving tests and questions from one application to 
another.

QTI 3 Provides:
● Presentation consistency for your tests and 

questions
● A secure way to exchange assessment content 

between applications
● Maintain ownership of QTI content
● Compliance with federal accessibility requirements 

(Section 508 and WCAG 2.1 AA compliance)
Data-exchange icons created by Freepik - Flaticon.com

QTI

QTI

https://www.flaticon.com/free-icons/data-exchange
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QTI 3 Capabilities that Support Accessible Assessments

● Data-SSML (inline HTML text-to-speech 
markup)

● Vertical Right to Left Text 

● Right to Left Text

● WAI-ARIA and HTML 5 for Semantic markup 
(for WCAG compliance)

● Supplemental or Alternative content for 
assessment accommodations

● Personal Needs and Preferences (PNP) 



Suppliers - Some Recommendations
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Roles & Responsibilities

● By team
● Strategies for 

collaboration

https://docs.google.com/document/d/10YI_HRV0GCgFfNw5YDHBxdxj37fYjg0DjSErOfRb6FY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.yxtbt46txxsj
https://docs.google.com/document/d/10YI_HRV0GCgFfNw5YDHBxdxj37fYjg0DjSErOfRb6FY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.yxtbt46txxsj
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Creating an ACR

● Understanding 
WCAG

● Conducting 
evaluations

● Completing
a VPAT

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wZ9tnA9mFqQXmNxRc27xPdU43LZXxboQ_KTzk0FYe-s/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nbqilqmo4m8y
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1wZ9tnA9mFqQXmNxRc27xPdU43LZXxboQ_KTzk0FYe-s/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.nbqilqmo4m8y
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1 EdTech Self-Assessment

● For ed orgs
& suppliers

● Potential 
implications of 
current landscape

● Possible next steps

https://docs.google.com/document/d/171nRSO2wDXbVKENOm_M6pXuAfGlgIda-JPfnsBYpTGE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ommc891a6gdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/171nRSO2wDXbVKENOm_M6pXuAfGlgIda-JPfnsBYpTGE/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.ommc891a6gdk
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Continuous Improvement Strategies

● Strategies
● Action items
● Aligned with rubric

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xrRXPjmGzWelEz0q7bRGvZGYfrHS5QmacaSPSHmj3aI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.zijee4501xyk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xrRXPjmGzWelEz0q7bRGvZGYfrHS5QmacaSPSHmj3aI/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.zijee4501xyk
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NCDPI Resources

go.ncdpi.gov/DigitalAccessibility
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ACCESSIBILITY
FOR ALL

CULTURE > COMPLIANCE
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Resources

Resources can be 
found on the event 
site.



Contact for more 
information

Susan Haught
Digital Curriculum Program Manager 

shaught@1EdTech.org

mailto:shaught@1EdTech.org
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TrustEd Apps Accessibility Rubric Resources

TrustEd Apps Accessibility Rubric 
Specification v1.0

TrustEd Apps Accessibility Rubric 
Web Page
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Assessment and Accessibility 

QTI 3 Data-SSML Access for All Personal 
Needs & Preferences


